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Our Extraordinary 
First Year in Crozet
As we celebrate our First Anniversary, 
it is important to reflect on the countless 
individuals whose contributions, both big  
and small, have brought us to this point. 
When I arrived in the fall of 2011, the 
building was under construction and hard 
hats were de rigueur.  The Lodge bustled 
with the energy of two hundred construction 
workers and a great deal of dust and noise. 
Today, the community continues to buzz but 
in a distinctly different way. 
 
Since opening, we have welcomed more 
than 75 residents from across the country 
and just down the road. As the spring 
season continues to blossom, so too does 
this community with new faces, programs 
and ideas. One of the two bee hives we 
installed out back is doing well too, so we 
look forward to our first batch of Lodge honey 
later this year.

As the Executive Director, it has been 
wonderful to see owner David Hilliard’s vision 
of creating a community within a community, 
become a reality. Why should a senior 
living community be set apart? The Lodge 
was designed to fit into the middle of the 
multi-generational neighborhood of Old Trail 
Village. Lodge residents enjoy easy, walkable 
access to everything that makes Old Trail 
Village special. 

Our first year began last May 18th when we 
raised a flag over The Lodge and opened 
our doors. The moving trucks arrived weekly 
and an empty building came alive with 
excited staff and pioneer residents. In June, 
we celebrated our Grand Opening with 
300+ friends.

Pioneer  
Perspectives 
New residents share their 
thoughts about life in this 
community.

“We make friends here. This 
has become a chance to have 
a new community drawn from 
various areas of the country, 
yet with many experiences in 
common.” 
 Wukka & Audrey Michie 
 from Charlottesville, Virginia

“I enjoy living at The Lodge 
because it sets me free to pursue 
many things that have been on 
hold for many years in my life. 
Love it!”  
 Sue Renard  
 from Palm City, Florida.

“We have been surprised and 
pleased at how friendly and 
helpful all the staff has been. 
They go the extra mile!”  
 Fred & Gae Lach  
 from Hartland, Wisconsin.

“Moving to The Lodge is joining 
a new “family” of friends.”  
 Dwight Geiger  
 from Mission, Kansas.
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Pictured to the right:  
Executive Director Judy Bowes, Mr. David Spicer, 
Owner David Hilliard, Mrs. Norma Wood and 
Senator Creigh Deeds
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by Judy Bowes, Executive Director

Enjoy Life in Crozet
Play a round of golf at Old Trail Golf Course

Enjoy Tapas at da Luca Café

Explore the shelves at Over the Moon Bookstore 

Purchase handmade Gouda at Our Lady of the Angels Monastery

Read a signed copy of Secrets of The Blue Ridge by local author Phil James

Sample the microbrews crafted at Starr Hill Brewery

Grab a slice at Crozet Pizza

Enjoy Sunday Polo at King Family Vineyards

Walk miles on the trails in Old Trail Village 

Reserve an apartment at The Lodge

The Lodge At Old Trail
330 Claremont Lane
Crozet, Virginia 22932



Our popular Third Thursday events 
brought hundreds of people through 
our doors during the summer months, 
capped off by the first annual Crozet 
Culinary Chef Competition for Charity 
in September.

People of all ages come and go at 
The Lodge. Grandchildren enjoy lunch 
in Gregg’s Pub, friends and family 
members are frequent visitors and 
dozens of neighbors and community 
members join us monthly for Wellness 
Wednesday, Third Thursday and a 
variety of other community events.  

Some of the ways our pioneer  
residents have been spending their 
days and nights include yoga classes, 
trail walking, golf, theater, cocktail 
parties, homemade chili and sports 
viewing in our pub, lectures, special 
events and exploring all that Crozet, 
Charlottesville, Waynesboro and 
Staunton have to offer.  

With this newsletter, and those that 
follow, we hope to capture and convey 
the spirit, energy and optimism of The 
Lodge at Old Trail. We encourage you 
to make plans to visit and discover the 
special lifestyle we are creating. We 
look forward to seeing you. 

Judy Bowes
Executive Director

Join us for  
Third Thursday 
at The Lodge 

Our monthly programs offer a wide range of interesting topics, many with a local flair.  
Third Thursday events are open to the public and all ages are welcome. Reservations 
are required for each event.

June 20, 2013 – 5:30 PM
The Science of Hope – Hear the latest news and research about 
Alzheimer’s Disease from experts in the field. 
Did you know that every 68 seconds someone in the United States develops Alzheimer’s 
Disease? Or that 1 in every 9 people age 65 or older has it? Today, an estimated 
5.2 million people are dealing with Alzheimer’s disease. Dr. Carol Manning, Director 
of the Memory Disorders Clinic at the University of Virginia, will present on the brain 
changes associated with Alzheimer’s disease and research strategies to prevent, slow or 
stop these changes.  If you know someone who is dealing with Alzheimer’s, this is an 
important presentation not to be missed. 

July 18, 2013 – 5:30 PM
Inside the Pages of The Crozet Gazette – Meet Mike Marshall, the 
publisher and editor of our local newspaper. 
Learn about the news business from a man with his hand (and pencil) on the pulse of all 
that impacts Crozet. What’s the best story he ever reported or uncovered? What’s the 
best story he never got to publish? Which events or changes will most impact the Crozet 
area for better or for worse? Come and get the scoop from a man in the know.

August 15, 2013 – 5:30 PM
The Sweet Taste of Success – How local apples are inspiring a new 
industry in the middle of wine and microbrew country.  
Meet the owners of Bold Rock Cidery and hear their story of bringing hard cider to our 
area and beyond. From planting an orchard to constructing buildings, crushing apples 
and getting their ciders across Virginia, they will tell you how they are making it happen.  
And they will bring some cider to sample as well. 

September 19, 2013 – 5:30 PM
The Second Annual Crozet Culinary Chef Competition 
for Charity.  Don’t miss this exciting evening of culinary 
competition as four local restaurant chefs compete to 
create the best entrée and dessert in just one hour, using 
a mystery basket of local ingredients. Cheer on your 
favorite team, enjoy local wines and beers, and sample 
The Lodge’s chef prepared appetizers. You might even get 
picked to sit at the Judge’s Table. A great evening that benefits 
two local charities. Come see if Bangkok`99 can take home 
the trophy again this year. Tickets - $20 per person.
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The Lodge Pioneers 
The new residents of The Lodge come from near and far; California, Florida, Illinois, Kansas, Texas, North Carolina,  
New Jersey, New York, Connecticut, Pennsylvania, Wisconsin, West Virginia, Charlottesville, Keswick,  
North Garden, Crozet, Nellysford, Waynesboro, Afton, Staunton, Harrisonburg, Winchester, McLean, and Ashburn.
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The Lodge Gives Back
Lodge owner and developer David Hilliard has always felt strongly that this senior living 
community would not to be an island unto itself. Instead, he envisioned and created 
a community that contributes to the area, partnering and engaging with a variety of 
individuals and causes. He explains, “Even before we opened our doors, I knew that 
The Lodge would be a place where different groups could come together. I wanted the 
residents and staff to have many opportunities to stay involved and connected with the 
people and organizations in the Crozet area and beyond.”

Over the past year and a half, The Lodge has been involved in a wide range  
of local endeavors;
•	 Sponsor	of	the	Detroit	Tigers	Little	League	Baseball	team,	part	of	Crozet’s	Peachtree	League	
•	 Sponsor	of	the	annual	Crozet	Fourth	of	July	celebration
•	 Sponsor	of	the	Crozet		Arts	&	Crafts	Festival
•	 Sponsor	of	the	Pink	Ribbon	Polo	Classic
•	 Supporter	of	the	Crozet	Volunteer	Fire	Department
•	 Supporter	of	the	Albemarle	Ballet	Theatre
•	 Supporter	and	drop	off	site	for	Toys	for	Tots
•	 Underwrote	the	Civilian	of	the	Year	Award	for	the	Albemarle	County	Police	Foundation
•	 Hosted	the	2012	Crozet	Culinary	Chef	Competition	for	Charity;	proceeds	donated	to	the	new	Crozet	Library	 
 and Claudius Crozet Park
•	 Hosted	Art	Fest	in	The	West,	a	charity	fundraiser	for	the	Western	Albemarle	High	School	Arts	Program
•	 A	new	host	site	for	the	Osher	Life	Long	Learning	Institute	at	The	University	of	Virginia	(OLLI)
•	 Partner	with	the	Old	Trail	Community	Garden	group;	host	site	for	their	gardening	lectures
•	 2013-2015	Sponsor	of	the	Alzheimer’s	Association’s	Driving	to	Defeat	Alzheimer’s	vehicle


